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8451 Idlewild Road -+ Charlotte, NC 28227
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The welcoming community of St. Join Neumann encourages and enables
parishioners to use their gifts in service to others as Jesus has taught us.

PASTORAL TEAM
Rev. Thomas J. Mechan, OSA
Rev. Arthur D. Johnson, OSA
Rev. Mr. John Parrish
Director of Faith Formation: Connie Milligan
Faith Formation Secretary: Sondra Skibbe
Faith Formation Program Assistant: Benita Bryson
Confirmation Coordinator: Donna Tarney
Director of RCIA: Donna Rayle
704.545.8916
Y outh Minister & Music Associate: Marsha Mclver
Special Needs Ministry: Sue Rebich
704.545.0242
Director of Music and Liturgy: R. Lance Burnette

Pastor:
Parochial Vicar:
Permanent Deacon:

Open Arms Preschool Director: ~ Nancy Chiarelli
Business Manager: Earl Bell
Scheduling Coordinator: Benita Bryson
Parish Secretary: Mary Beall
Pastoral Council Chairperson: Eric Wagner
Finance Council Chairperson: Joe Fiato
Bereavement Ministry Director: Vacant
PARISH OFFICE HOURS:

Mon.-Fri. 9am—Noon, 1pm—4pm

FAITH FORMATION OFFICE HOURS:
Mon.-Thurs. 9am—3pm

PHONE NUMBERS AND
COMMUNICATIONS:
Parish Office: 704.536.6520
Fax: 704.536.3147

Faith Formation Office: 704.535.4197
E-mail Address: sjncc@bellsouth.net
Web site: www.4sjnc.org

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Monday 4pm of previous week.
All bulletin items must be approved by the Pastor.

MASS SCHEDULE
Vigil: Saturday 5:30pm
Sunday 7:30am, 10am, 12 Noon, 6pm

HOLY DAYS
Vigil: 7pm; Holy Day: 9:15am, 7pm

DAILY MASSES
Mon.-Fri. 9:15am (Rosary following)
Sat. 9:15am

CONFESSIONS
Sat. 4pm-5pm and by appointment (Call Parish Office)

BLESSED SACRAMENT CHAPEL
10am - 6pm

CO-OP BABYSITTING AVAILABLE
Sunday during 10am Mass
(for ages infant to 2 years of age)

BAPTISMS: Parents and expectant parents who
wish to have their children baptized in the Catholic
faith must attend a Baptismal Preparation Class.
This class is held at SIN on a monthly basis.
Please call the Parish Office to register for the class
and schedule the Baptism.

WEDDINGS: Couples planning to be married
should call the Parish Office and schedule an ap-
pointment with a priest at least six months prior to
your planned wedding date.

NEW PARISHIONERS: Please pick up a regis-
tration form in the Gathering Area or stop by the
Parish Office to register.

HOSPITALIZED & HOMEBOUND PARISH-
IONERS: It is very important that you contact the
Parish Office to receive Anointing of the Sick or
Communion. Otherwise, we might not know of
your need.
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Take Another Step ... This Weekend

“Thus should one regard us: as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. ... It is required of stewards
that they be found trustworthy.” (1 Corinthians 4:1-2)

- - Our Annual Stewardship Renewal Effort is under way. This weekend after all
An InVIiai Io Masses, parishioners have an opportunity to visit information tables in the
Gathering Area. Pamphlets are available about all the active ministries in our
faith community.

Please take a few minutes to find out what opportunities are available, to Take
Another Step in your stewardship journey.

As we practice stewardship, we find that we grow spiritually and that our faith is
deepened.

Watch your mailbox! Everyone will be receiving the 2005 Stewardship Commitment Card in the mail. We hope you will
prayerfully fill out the form and return it at Mass next weekend, or send it to the Parish Office.

Are You A Leader?
There’s A Place for You at SUN

“There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; there are different forms of service, but the same Lord ...
To each individual, the manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit.” (1 Corinthians 12:4-5, 7)

Everyone has been given gifts of talent from the Holy Spirit. One important gift is the gift of leadership. And one way to
serve our church is by serving in one of our many leadership positions.

Do you have experience as a leader? Are you familiar with leader meetings and setting
goals? Our Parish is in need of leaders to come forward and fill positions on our Parish
Pastoral Council and to lead our Service Commission and Education Commission.

These leaders help to set direction for our Parish, support our Ministries and volunteers,
and provide parish representation to our Pastor.

If you would like to learn more about how you can use your leadership experience and
talents to serve St. John Neumann Parish, please contact Eric Wagner or Sheila
Burroughs from our Parish Council, or contact Fr. Thom.

You can get in touch with any of us by calling the Parish Office, at (704) 536-6520.

You’re Invited Join Our Annual
to a Saturday Night of Fun Thanksgiving Food Drive
PLEASE COME!!! St. John Neumann Parish is once again assisting our sister parish

in Biscoe (in Montgomery County, east of Charlotte) at Thanksgiv-
A Pre-Thanksgiving Pot Luck Dinner/Game Night| |ing.

is planned after the 5:30 p.m. Mass on Saturday.
Our annual food drive continues through next Sunday (Nov. 20).
Bring a large holiday favorite

dish to share and a 2-liter After Mass, please pick up a few food tags at the Thanksgiving dis-
soda. Turkey and gravy will play and return the itmes by next weekend. Over the years, SIN
be provided. Bring the game has been very generous to the parish of Our Lady of the Americas,
of your choice. and we pray that your generosity will continue.

Questions? Call Kristi, (704) 442-1201. For information, or if you would like to help pack up the food at de-

livery, please call John or Marion CasaSanta, at (704) 545-8274.
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Holy Masses
This Week,

9:15 AM

All Saints of the
Augustinian Order

MONDAY

Deceased members of
K of C Ladies Auxiliary
(SJN Ladies Auxiliary)

TUESDAY 9:15 AM

WEDNESDAY 9:15 AM 50th anniversary of
Robert and Carol Hale

(The Matys’)

THURSDAY 9:15AM  +Henryk Maksimiuk

(Daughter Anna & family)

+Antoinette Rozakis
(Mary Brosnan)

FRIDAY 9:15 AM

SATURDAY 9:15AM +Jerry Raeker

(Genita Raeker)

5:30 PM  Rhykerd family intentions
(Family)
SUNDAY 7:30 AM  +Marcos Lucci
(Wife and daughters)
10:00 AM  People of the Parish

Noon +Clete Mulheirn
(Orinko family)
+Claudia Fandel
(Horeth family)

0 PLEASE PﬁAYﬁ:

IN OUR PRAYERS — Ronnie Alston, Joan Battista,
Bob Betters, Chandler Cook, Cathy Davison, Lori Dem-
mery, Robert Dopman, Carlos Espina, John Flaherty, Wil-
liam Foust, Donna Gallagher, Raymond Gload, Gerry
Grant, Carol Hale, Bette Keller, Joe Layden, Monica Lee.

Mary Ann Maher, Jim Matys, Josephine Nardone, Josh
Nickerson, Jeff Noto, Margaret O’'Daniel, Teri O’'Hara,
Elissa Packard, Mary Rapacik, Kathy Rice, Lenore
Rickey, Sharon Roppo, Rita Sadler, Chantal Saxon, Bob
Smith, Ann Solnick, Nicholas Van Czak, James Wiberly,
Douglas William.

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED — William Bioletti and
Edwin Mocete — and grant them eternal rest.

6:00 PM

This Week’s Readings

Monday: 1 Mc 1:10-15, 412-43, 54-57, 62-63;
Lk 18:35-43.
Tuesday: 2 Mc 6:18-31; Lk 19:1-10.
Wednesday: 2 Mc 7:1, 20-31; Lk 19:11-28.
Thursday: 1 Mc 2:15-29; Lk 19:41-44.
Friday: 1 Mc 4:36-37; 52-59; Lk 19:45-48.
Saturday: 1 Mc 6:1-13; Lk 20:27-40.
Sunday: Ez 34:11-12, 15-17; Ps 23; 1 Cor 15:20-26;
Mt 25:31-46.

A Peek at
the week!!

Today (November 13)
8 a.m.-1:30 p.m. — Stewardship Fair (GA)
8:30 a.m.-noon — Faith Formation classes
10-11 a.m. — 3 & 4-Year-OIld Co-Op (CI 8, 9)
4:45-5:45 p.m. — Faith Formation classes
5-6 p.m. — Youth Choir rehearsal (Chu)
7-8:15 p.m. — Confirmation parents meeting (PH)
8-8:15 p.m. — Confirmation classes (EW, Cl 11, 12)
3:00-4:45 p.m.— Youth Group (Offsite)

Monday (November 14)
9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. — Open Arms Preschool

Tuesday (November 15)
6:30-7:30 p.m. — Evangelization Commission meeting
(Lib)
7-9 p.m. — Sunday choir rehearsal (Chu)
7:30-9:30 p.m. — Prayer Group (Lib)

Wednesday (November 16)
9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. — Open Arms Preschool
4:30-5:30 p.m. — Faith Formation Classes
4:30-5:30 p.m. — 2nd Grade Parent Meeting
6-7 p.m. — Children’s Choir practice (CR)
7-9 p.m. — Quilters group (AH)
7-9 p.m. — RCIA (Lib)

Thursday (November 17)
7-8:30 p.m. — ESL classes (EW, PH)

Friday (November 18)
9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. — Open Arms Preschool
6:30-8:30 p.m. — Girl Scout Troops 1112 and 1850
meetings (AH)
7-11 p.m. — Bingo (PH)

Saturday (November 19)
No events scheduled

Next Sunday (November 20)
8:30 a.m.-noon — Faith Formation classes
8:30-9:30 a.m.— 2nd Grade Parent Meeting
11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.— 2nd Grade Parent Meeting
10-11 a.m. — 3-Year-Old Co-Op (CI 8, 9
4:45-6:45 p.m. — Faith Formation classes
5-6 p.m. — Youth Choir rehearsal (PH)
7-8:15 p.m. — Confirmation classes (Cl 11, 12)
7-8:30 p.m. — Youth Group (AH)

EVENT SITE ABBREVIATIONS

AH — Austin Hall (house next to the church)

Chu — Church Cl — Classroom

CR — Council Room EW — Education Wing
GA — Gathering Area Lib — Library

MH — Mini-Hall (in Classroom wing)

PH — Parish Hall
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Meetings Scheduled for Parents
of 2nd-Graders, CIC Students

A required meeting for PARENTS of all children preparing
for the Sacrament of Reconciliation will be held during
class times for the dates listed.

At least ONE parent MUST attend one session, including
parents of Catholic school children and parents who have
had children in previous SIN Second-Grade programs.

The meeting schedule:
Wednesday: 4:30-5:30 p.m.
Next Sunday (Nov. 20): 8:30-9:30 a.m.
11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.
4:45-5:45 p.m.

Call (704) 535-4197 if you have questions.

Youth Group News

The Youth Group will meet today at the Target store on
N.C. 51 in Matthews, to fill Operation Christmas Child
boxes. Please meet promptly at 3 p.m. and bring $5 to
shop with.

Youth Group members will be treated to pizza and a
soda after shopping. We will finish at 4:45 p.m. There will
be no Youth Group meeting at the church this weekend.

Other Religious Ed News

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD — SJN is participat-
ing in Operation Christmas Child again this year. Shoe-
boxes and instructions are on the table in the Gathering
Area. This is your opportunity to reach out to children in
poverty-stricken or war-torn countries for Christmas.

You may return filled boxes to the same table, or to the
Religious Education office, anytime before Dec. 14.

WEDNESDAYS WITH DEACON JOHN RETURNS —
Join Deacon John for a special Advent series from 4:30-
5:30 p.m. Wednesdays — Nov. 30, Dec. 7 and Dec. 14
— in Austin Hall. Everyone is welcome to any or all ses-
sions. Baby sitting is provided in the Parish Nursery.

SECOND-GRADE TEACHERS’ MEETING — Teach-
ers will meet at 1 p.m. next Sunday (Nov. 20) in the Reli-
gious Education Wing.

You’re Invited ...

To Our Advent Family Program

We’'re hoping all parishioners will join us for a pair of spe-
cial evening events in December.

The SJN Advent Family Program will take place on back-
to-back Wednesdays — Dec. 7 and 14 — from 6:30 to
8 p.m. each evening in the Parish Hall.

Fr. David Valtierra from the Oratory will lead the pro-
grams. On Dec. 7, he will talk about Advent — its mean-
ing and the celebrations. On Dec. 14, the program will
focus on Christmas.

Each evening will feature a pot-luck supper. Bring a dish
that serves 8 to 10 people, to share.

There will be age-appropriate classes and babysitting for
children ages 2 and younger.

We are in need of volunteers to serve as teachers and
assistants for the program. If interested or for details, call
Donna, (704) 545-8916, or Nancy, (704) 545-2103.

A meeting for volunteers interested in helping will be at
6:15 p.m. Tuesday in the Faith Formation Library located
in the Education Wing.

Share Sunday ...
A Special Beneficiary

St. John Neumann will observe Share Sunday this week-
end, but there is a change this month.

The contributions from Share Sunday for the next few
months will go to the victims of Hurricane Katrina who are
currently living in our community at the McAlpine Terrace-
Glen Cove Apartments.

Please be as generous as your means allow.

We are seeking peanut butter, canned soups, canned
vegetables, toothpaste, paper towels, canned meats,
tuna fish, cereal, soap, detergents, canned fruit, bath-
room tissue, spaghetti, tomato sauce, dry beans and

powdered and canned milk.

Thanks for your wonderful support.
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Parish News

MEDICARE PART “B” MEETING — An information
session on the Medicare prescription.

ROSARY SALE RETURNS — It's back by popular de-
mand. The sale of hand-made Rosaries by Mike and Sue
Tinker was a big success last weekend, and it will return
after all Masses next weekend.

All the proceeds from this sale will go to the Church’s
charitable account, to help other needy parishioners. We
have more than 400 Rosaries in 18 different colors, so
please support our sale — so others in need can benefit
from the support that the Tinkers received.

CONTEST FOR YOUTHS — The Knights of Columbus
is holding a Fall Poster and Essay Contest. Children in
grades K-8 are eligible to participate. Please check the
bulletin board in the back of the church for details. Entries
are due Dec. 4.

IT’S NOT TOO LATE to be a volunteer teacher or as-
sistant for the English As A Second Language (ESL) pro-
gram. Currently, we have 40 students coming to the Par-
ish Hall at 7 p.m. each Thursday. Come join us or call
(704) 545-8916 for more information.

ST. JOHN NEUMANN'’S RAIN TEAM has been helping
individuals with HIV/AIDS for many years. “Won’t you
join us”? The CareTeam at SIN needs a few more mem-
bers to keep this ministry going. If you would like to know
more about what is involved, contact Debbie Kidd at the
Regional AIDS Information Network (RAIN), (704) 372-
7246, ext. 111, or at d.kidd@carolinarain.org.

DO YOU HAVE special health, financial, emotional or
spiritual concerns? Why not come and pray with the
Prayer Group on Tuesday nights, from 7:30-9 p.m. in the
Library?

PARA NUESTROS FELIGRESES ESPANOLES: El
grupo de oracién se reune todos los martes a las 7:30
p.m. en la biblioteca de la Iglesia. Todos son bienvenidos.
Queremos orar en todos los idiomas.

RCIA — If you or someone you know wants to inquire
about Catholicism, please come to the Church Library at
7 p.m. on any first or third Wednesday of the month. Or
you can call Donna Rayle, (704) 545-8916. The next
meeting is this Wednesday.

THE EVANGELIZATION COMMISSION’S next monthly
Peace and Justice Rosary will be at 7 p.m. Nov. 23, in the
Chapel. Everyone is welcome.

EN ESPANOL: El Santo Rosario se reza el Gltimo miér-
coles de cada mes a las 7:00 p.m. en la Capilla. Los es-
peramos!

Giving Manger Returns;
An SJN Tradition

The Christmas season is approaching quickly, and it's

time for the annual SJN Giving Manger. This year, we

will provide gifts for the families of Catholic Social Ser-
vices, and the people of Our Lady of the Americas (the
Latino church in Montgomery County).

Father Sanchez of Our Lady of the Americas has made
a special request to collect Wal-Mart gift cards for those
in need at their parish this year.

They are in the process of moving into a new church
and do not have room to store the gifts this season. Fr.
Sanchez has assured us he will distribute these cards to
the most needy and that next year, we will once again
collect “seasonal” gifts.

The manger will be available, beginning this weekend. If
you are interested in making the Christmas holiday
brighter for others, please remove a gift tag from the
Giving Manger. Then please fill the request as specified
and return the unwrapped gift (with tag attached) no
later than noon Sunday, Dec. 4.

If you purchase a gift card, please remember to include
the amount — and place it in the collection basket or
drop it off to the Parish Office, so the gift cards do not
get lost.

SJN WEEKLY COLLECTIONS

Actual Budget
Nov . 5-6 weekend ...... $15,310 $ 14,658
Priests’ Retirement ..... $12,517 $ 25,333

The budget represents the amount needed to meet
SJN’s financial obligations. Thank you for your sup-
port of our parish community.

Thank you for using your Offertory envelope and
clearly writing the donation amount in the appropri-
ate space. Thanks also for not combining different
types of donations in the same check (i.e., Offertory,
Mass intentions, flower offerings, etc.)

SPECIAL NOTICE — Do you find it overwhelming to
hear that 1 million more Americans fall into poverty every
year? Do you really think there is nothing you can do to
make a difference?

As a parish community, we do make a difference — when
we support the work of the Catholic Campaign for Human
Development. Please give generously to the CCHD ap-
peal next weekend. Visit www.povertyusa.org, to learn
more.
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DiecESAN INEWS aua

MARRIED ROLE MODELS WANTED! Catholic Engaged Encounter will hold an informational session from 2-4
p.m. today (Sunday) for couples willing to work with the organization to help engaged couples. Details: Carl or Made-
line, (704) 987-5029.

HOPE FOR THE HOLIDAYS is a grief workshop planned from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. today (Sunday) at Carmel Baptist
Church’s Loft, 1145 Pineville-Matthews Road (N.C. 51). The program will provide tips on ways to cope with the loss
of loved ones, while other people are celebrating during the holiday season. For details, call (704) 847-8575.

ST. LUKE CRAFT BAZAAR — The fifth annual St. Luke Church Craft Bazaar will be from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Satur-
day at the church, 13700 Lawyers Road, in Mint Hill. If interested in renting a table to sell your hand-made crafts,
contact Debbie Foster, (704) 841-1372; or Patsy May, (704) 567-8625.

NEW PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN — Catholic Social Services, in partnership with Smart Start of Mecklenburg
County, is introducing New Horizons for Children and Families. This program supports grandparents and kinship
families, parenting children ages 5 and younger. If you know of someone who might be interested in this program,
call Colleen Cranford, (704) 370-3248.

GOING TO ROME — Fr. Frank O’Rourke, who was pastor at St. John Neumann during the 1980’s, is leading a
trip to Rome, from Dec. 1-8. Fr. O'Rourke’s group also will travel to Assisi, Pompeii and Sorrento. The cost of $1,879
includes round-trip airfare from Charlotte, first-class hotel, breakfast and dinner daily, tours, transportation with a pro-
fessional guide, admission fees, porterage, and hotel taxes. Reservations: Patty Jennings, (336) 274-6520, ext. 15.

NEW RECEPTION CENTER — St. Matthews Knights of Columbus will open their new Wedding and Reception
Center next Sunday, at 9009 Bryant Farms Road, in the Ballantyne area of south Charlotte. The facility has an up-
scale look, with a backyard patio available for wedding ceremonies. The facility can handle up to 200 people. For
details, call (704) 341-3312.



