Saint John Neumann Catholic Church

8451 Idlewild Road  Charlotte, NC 28227
704.536.6520 www.4sjnc.org

The welcoming community of St. John Neumann e encouwrages and eemables
parishioners to use their gifts in service to other s as Jesus has taught us.

MASS SCHEDULE
Vigil: Saturday 5:30 pm
Sunday 7:30 am, 10 am, 12 Noon, 6 pm

PASTORAL TEAM

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Meehan, OSA
Parochial Vicar: Rev. Russell A. Ortega, OSA HOLY DAYS
Permanent Deacon: Rev. Mr. Johnigtarr Vigil: 7:30 pm; Holy Day: 9:15 am, 7:30 pm
Director of Faith Formation: Connie Milligan
Faith Formation Secretary: Sondra Skibbe DAILY MASSES
Faith Formation Program Assistant: Benita Bryson ~ Mon.-Thu. 9:15 am (Communion service
Confirmation Coordinator: Donna fiey at 9:15 am Fridays)
Director of RCIA: Donna Rayle
704.545.8916 CONFESSIONS
Youth & Jr. Youth Minister: Irene Kilzer
_ _ 704.545.0242 10 am - 6 pm
Director of Music: ShannoasRhke

Open Arms Preschool Director: Nancy Chiarelli CO-OP BABYSITTING AVAILABLE

Business Manager: Earl Bell Sunday during 10 am Mass

Scheduling Coordinator: Benitygn (for ages infant to 2 years of age)

Parish Secretary: Mary Beall

Pastoral Council Chairperson: _J8Bne  pApTISMS: Parents and expectant parents who
Finance Council Chairperson: Christie Silvestriy;ish {0 have their children baptized in the Catholl
Bereavement Ministry Director: Cindy S&lin  taith must attend a Baptismal Preparation Class.

Sat. 4pm-5pm and by appointmeodll Parish Office)

This class is held at SJN on a monthly basis.
PARISH OFFICE HOURS: Please call the Parish Office to register for ths<
Mon.-Fri. 9 am-noon, 1 pm-4 pm and schedule the Baptism.

FAITH FORMATION OFFICE HOURS: WEDDINGS: Couples planning to be married

Mon.-Thurs. 9 am-3 pm should call the Parish Office and schedule an ap-
pointment with a priest at least six months pror t
PHONE NUMBERS AND your planned wedding date.

COMMUNICATIONS:
Parish Office: 704.536.65920 NEW PARISHIONERS: Please pick up a regis-

Fax: 704.536.314Tration form in the Gathering Area or stop by the

Faith Formation Office: 704558197 Parish Office to register.

Austin Hall: 704.532.9402

E-mail Address: office@4sjnc.org HOSPITALIZED & HOMEBOUND PARISH-

Web site: www.4sjnc.org IONERS: It is very important that you contact the

Parish Office to receive Anointing of the Sick or
.BULLETIN DEADL.INE Communion. Otherwise, we might not know of
Friday 4 p.m. of previous week.

All bulletin items must be approved by the Pas or. YU need.
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THANK YOU FOR THE
WONDERFUL HARVEST

Although the official 4 Annual Stewardship Renewal Effort is passed, rigiger too late to Harvest Your Gifts py
matching your time, talent and treasure to thed&@in Neumann ministries. If you are thinking akexjloring the
opportunities, you can find information on the phrwebsite\ww.4sjnc.org or by calling the parish office.

The Stewardship Commission would like to thanktadise who made the Stewardship Fair such a sucsss,
cially Father Russ, Father Jim, Deacon John, M&gl B<evin Smith, Steve Lyttle, Dan and Cindy Satiine
Commission Leaders, the Ministry Leaders, the BaCisuncil, the Youth Group and the many people ot
tributed in so many ways.

To all those who visited the fair and said “yes'the invitation to participate in a ministry, wepagciate your
willingness and faith.

God bless St. John Neumann Parish!
The Stewardship Commission

Your Chance to Help ... The SIN Giving Manger

The Christmas season is approaching, and it's time for the annual SIN Giving Manger. This year, we will provide
gifts for the families of Catholic Social Services, and the people of Our Lady of the Americas (the Latino church in the
Montgomery County town of Biscoe).

The manger is now available. If you are interested in making the
Christmas holiday brighter for others, please remove a gift tag from the
Giving Manger. Then please fill the request as specified and return the
unwrapped gift (with tag attached) no later than noon Sunday, Dec. 10.

Father Sanchez has once again asked if we could collect Wal-Mart gift
cards for those in the most need in his parish. This allows for the par-
ents to purchase exactly what their family of children need — and in the
proper size.

Please note ... the reason we have chosen Wal-Mart is because it is
the only store in the Biscoe community.

If you choose to purchase Wal-Mart gift cards for Biscoe, please purchase any number of $10 cards. This will al-
low Father Sanchez to distribute them evenly among his parishioners.

If you purchase a gift card, please remember to include the amount — and place it in the collection basket or drop
it off at the Parish Office, so the gift cards do not get lost.

Thank you for your continued support of this outreach project.

Squires Plan Sale of Christmas Cards

The Columbian Squares (the youth arm of the Knights of Columbus) will have their annual religious
Christmas Card sale next weekend and the following weekend.

The cards will be sold in the Gathering Area after all masses each weekend. Please support the Colum-
bian Squires, as this is their only fund raiser.

Thanking you in advance for your help. For information, call Eric Schneider, (704) 566-8818.
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MONDAY 9:15AM  +Jim Matys
(Matys Family)

TUESDAY 9:15AM  +Marion Adams
(Frank & June Stevens)

WEDNESDAY 9:15 AM +Deceased Members and
Benefactors of O.S.A.

THURSDAY  9:15AM  +St. Jude
(Leonore Xavier)

FRIDAY 9:15AM  +Joseph Le
(Holly Demick)

SATURDAY 5:30 PM +Ed & Elsie Bumbera

(Brian & Joan Gillis)

SUNDAY 7:30 AM +People of the Parish
10:00 AM  +William Delaney, Jr.
(The Adams Family)
Noon +KayConley
(George Conley)
6:00 PM Sonya J. Castellino
(Robert & Adela Castel-

O pLease PRAY £, "

ACUTE PRAYER NEEDS — Janet Bumgarner,
Kevin Johnson, Bette Keller, Dolores Klingler, Rita
Sadler, Gerry Scanlon, Jeff Thoreson, Nicholas Wini-
gar.

LONG-TERM PRAYER NEEDS — Carole Battista,
Paul Battista, Heather Blizard-Leal, Tim & Matthew
Brown, Terri Budge, Sonya Castellino, Amy Deal, Anne
DeBrosse, Perry DeJoseph, Adrianne Foust, Bill Foust,
Margaret Girgente, Fred Gorth, Carol Hale, Frances
Hess, Thomas Randall Houston, Christy Iburg, Lailany
Irizarry, Cameron James, Jeanne Kerr, Joe Kish, Victo-
ria Klark, Alexzander Molnar, Josh Nickerson, Marc
Nyantakyi, Tracee Nyantakyi, Teri O’'Hara, Reagan Pot-
ter, Richard Prior, Lenore Rickey, Kathi Roberts, Mat-
thew Rossitto, Chantal Saxon, Emilio Silvestri, Brian
Smit, Ann Solnick, Samantha Spear, Mike Staton, Joan
Stiles, James Wiberly, George Wyant.

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED — Joseph Abell, uncle
of Kristi Maher.

Van Harris Barja, son of John & Robin Barja, Jr. and
grandson of Shea & John Barja.

George Frances Conley, father of Christina Collins
and Jane Johnson.

A Peek at TS
the Week”/%

Monday, November 27
9:30 am — 12:30 pm
10:00 am — 12:00 pm
7:15 pm — 8:30 pm
Tuesday, November 28
7:00 pm — 9:00 pm
7:30 pm —9:00 pm Bible Study (CR)

7:30 pm —9:30 pm Prayer Group (L)

Wednesday, November 29

9:30 am — 12:30 pm Open Arms Preschool (MH, PS)
10:30 am — 11:15 am OAP Music Class (Rm 3)

4:30 pm — 5:30 pm Rel. Ed. Classes (EW,CR ,L,BS)
7:00 pm — 8:15 pm GSA Troop 1117 Mts. (Rm 10)
7:00 pm — 8:30 pm Youth Choir Rehearsal ( C,CR)
7:00 pm —9:00 pm Quilters Meeting (AH)

7:15 pm — 8:30 pm Rosary (CH)

Thursday, November 30
11:00 am — 12:00 pm
7:00 pm —9:00 pm

7:00 pm —9:00 pm
Friday, December 1
9:30 am — 12:30 pm
6:00 pm — 10:15 pm
Saturday, December 2
3:00 pm — 8:00 pm

Open Arms Preschool (MH, PS)
Bible Study (CR,BS)
Intergenerational Meeti  ng (L)

BSA Packing Meeting (PH )

Fun & Fit Sen. Chair Exer . (CR)
ESL (PH, EW)
5:30 Choir Practice (C, CR))

Open Arms Preschool (MH,P S)
Bingo (PH,K)

Intergenerational Progra m
(C, GA, PH, K, EW)

Squires Card Sale (GA)

Jr. Youth Group (PH,K)

5:00 pm — 7:00 pm
6:45 pm — 9:45 pm
Sunday, December 3
8:30 am — 1:30 pm Squires Card Sale (GA)

8:30 am — 12:15 pm Rel. Ed. Classes (EW,L,PH,BS)
1:00 pm — 5:00 pm Giving Manager Act. (PH)

1:30 pm — 3:30 pm Women'’s Guild Mtg. (AH)

4:45 pm — 5:45 pm Rel. Ed. Classes (EW,CR)

7:00 pm — 8:15 pm Conf/Pre-Conf (EW,CR,L,PH )
7:00 pm — 8:30 pm Youth Group (PH)

After all Masses Youth Group Candle Sa le (GA)

Event Site Abbreviations
AH — Austin Hall, BS — Babysitting Room; C — Church ;
CH — Chapel; CR — Council Room; EW — Education Win g;
K-Kitchen; L — Library; MH — Mini Hall; PH — Parish Hall; PS —
Preschool; RE-L — Religious Ed. Library

This Week’s Readings

Monday: Rv 14:1-3, 4b-5; Lk 21:1-4.

Tuesday: Rv 14:14-19; Lk 21:5-11.

Wednesday: Rv 15:1-4; Lk 21:12-19.

Thursday: Rom 19:9-18; Mt 4:18-22.

Friday: Rv 20:1-4, 11-21:2; Lk 21:29-33.

Saturday: Rv 22:1-7; Lk 21:34-36.

Sunday: Jer 33:14-16; Ps 25; 1 Thes 3:12-4:2; Lk
21:25-28, 34-36.
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to the OPA staff. The children
and Staff wish Lisa Robles much
success in her new endeavor.
OPA has one opening in the
3-Year-0Old class and one

opening in the Q—-ﬁ 3

4-Year-0Old class. O'O\

Call Nancy at N2
(704) 535-4197 for (LS5 Z)
i % f\\/b

information &
application.
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~~ The Many Cultures

of Advent~~

Date: Sat, Dec 2
Time: 3:00 pm ~ Program

5:30 pm ~ Mass
6:30 pm ~ Pot Luck
Place: SJIN

For: Everyone!
Come join vs & celebrare Advent
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We're Calling You ... To Be A Welcomer

Our hospitality ministers are surely a welcomed face in our place. You too are

needed to be a welcoming face.

Meetings to coordinate ministers are being planned. The first meeting is immedi-
ately after the 5:30 p.m. Mass on Saturday. Ministers of Hospitality that are already

in place for the Saturday Mass are encouraged to attend.

All interested people are encouraged to attend. If you are unable to be at this
meeting and feel the Lord is calling you to this ministry, contact Donna Rayle, (704)

545-8916.

Mitten Tree
Needs Help

Calling all of our knitters and
crocheters — to make mittens,
scarves, gloves and/or hats (in
children and adult sizes) for
our Holiday Mitten Tree in the
Gathering Area.

We would like to give them to
the Salvation Army Women's
Shelter and the Uptown Shel-
ter for Men, as the cold
weather season arrives. We
need as many as you can pro-
vide.

If you're not a crafter and
would like to help, you can
purchase items for the tree,
such as gloves for men.
Safety-pin the mittens and
gloves together, as well as
matching items.

This would be a great project
during the Advent season,
benefiting many needy people.
So start those needles click-

ing.

Details: Cynthia Carrick, (704)
568-2978, or clflow-

Parish News

THE ANNUAL ESSAY/POEM AND POSTER CON-
TEST, sponsored by the Knights of Columbus at St. John
Neumann Parish, is under way. The Poster contest is
open to all children in grades K-5. The Essay/Poem Con-
test is open to children in grades 6-8. Entries must be
received by next Sunday (Dec. 3). Details: Youth Director
John Wheeler, (704) 573-9922.

THE ST. JOHN NEUMANN Parish Pastoral Council
meets on the second Monday every month, and meetings
are open to all interested parishioners. The next meeting
will be at 7 p.m. Monday, Dec. 11, in the Parish Hall.

THE WOMEN'S GUILD will have its next meeting at
1:30 p.m. next Sunday (Dec. 3), in Austin House. This is
the Guild’s annual Christmas Covered Dish and Gift Ex-
change. Each one is asked to bring a dish to share and a
$5 gift to exchange.

SIJN BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY — The SJN Grief
Support Group meets on the third Thursday of each
month in the Church Library, from 7 to 9 p.m. All are wel-
come. The December meeting date is Dec. 21. Call Cindy
Satink, 704-573-5143, for details.

Parish Penance Services
Scheduled During Advent

Once again this year, churches throughout the Charlotte
area will hold Parish Penance Services in Advent, to help
us prepare for the celebration of Christmas.

At these services, priests from across the diocese will be
on hand to hear confessions. St. John Neumann'’s ser-
vice is Dec. 14, but you may go to any church’s. The
schedule:

Dec. 5: St. Peter, South Tryon St., 7 p.m.

Dec. 11: St. Patrick, Dilworth Road, 7 p.m.

Dec. 13: St. Luke, Lawyers Road, Mint Hill, 7 p.m.

Also, St. Vincent de Paul, Old Reid Road, 7 p.m.

Dec. 14: St. John Neumann, 7 p.m.

Dec. 17: St. Ann, Hillside Drive, 4 p.m.

Dec. 18: St. Mark, Stumptown Road, Huntersville, 7
p.m.

Dec. 19: St. Gabriel, corner of Sharon Amity and Provi-
dence roads, 7 p.m.

Dec. 20: St. Thomas Aquinas, Suther Road, 7 p.m.

Dec. 22: Our Lady of Consolation, Statesville Road, 7
p.m.
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SANTA’'S BAG will be held from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, at St. Vincent de Paul Church, 6828 Old Reid Road (not far
from SouthPark). This event is a unique Christmas shopping experience for children ages 2-12. Costumed elves escort
the children through the shopping area, helping them select gifts. Gifts are prices from $1 to $5 and are wrapped free of
charge. Parents can enjoy coffee and fellowship while their children shop. Santa and Mrs. Claus also will be there, for
photo opportunities.

SANTA’S CRAFT SHOP — Beautiful and unique crafts will be available at the Santa’s Craft Shop, from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. Saturday at St. Matthew Parish Center, 8015 Ballantyne Commons Parkway. There’s free admission, and early
shoppers (8-9 a.m.) will get free coffee and donuts. There will be raffles, demonstrations, how-to classes, a special
shopping area for children, and babysitting available. Details: Bonnie, (704) 843-0525; or Marjory, (704) 846-6962.

RENOWNED THEOLOGIAN-SPEAKER-AUTHOR SCOTT HAHN will be the guest at a special Day of Reflection, to
be hosted by Immaculate Conception Church in Hendersonville, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 9. The public is
invited, but due to limited seating, tickets must be obtained in advance. A donation of $10 includes lunch. Call (828) 697-
7420 or e-mail sdonecho@bellsouth.net.

ALL POLISH-SPEAKING parishioners are invited to a Mass in Polish at St. Matthew Catholic Church, 8015 Ballan-
tyne Commons Parkway. The Mass will be at 3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 17, with Fr. Marcin Zahuta as celebrant. Confessions
will be available at 1:30 p.m. Details: Elizabeth Spytkowski, (704) 948-1678.

THE LAY MINISTRY PROGRAM, a ministry formation program for all of those interested in knowing more about their
faith and putting it into practice, will have classes for the 2004-2005 year in several cities, including Charlotte. This pro-
gram is ideal for those involved in parish ministry, interested in the Permanent Diaconate, or wanting to grow in their
faith. If you are interested in the program, contact Frank Villaronga, (704) 370-3274, or at favilla-
ronga@charlottediocese.org.

PERPETUAL ADORATION is available for all members of the clergy and laity in the Diocese of Charlotte, at St.
Gabriel Church. Any parishioners interested in this Apostolate and who can make a firm commitment to Adoration of the
Risen Christ for one hour a week is welcome to join the Perpetual Adoration Society. Details: call Kathleen Potter, (704)
366-5127; or e-mail Terry Duggan, at terriduggan@earthlink.com.




